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Clapsticks from the Aboriginal community of Lakes Entrance, Victoria 

(Australian Music Collection)  



Didjeridu from the Aboriginal community of Lakes Entrance, Victoria,  played by Jesse Damjanovski, (Monash School of Music student) 

(Australian Music Collection ) 



Record cover (Louise Lightfoot Collection) 



Record cover (back) and record (Louise Lightfoot Collection) 



Instruments, record, tape recorder and tapes, costume pieces, promotional poster and 18th century booklet in old Bengali, all 

resting on wall hanging with Indian motif (Louise Lightfoot Collection)  



Items from the 19th century musical instrument collection specifically donated by Raja Sir Sourindro Mohun Tagore of Calcutta for the 

opening of the Melbourne Exhibition Building in 1880 and now owned by the National Gallery of Victoria but on permanent loan, since 

the 1970s, to the School of Music at Monash University (Tagore Collection) 



From the Indian Music Collection 



Wall hanging of Javanese Wayang Kulit (leather shadow puppet) characters (Jeune Scott-Kemball Collection) 



Wall hanging of Javanese Wayang Kulit (leather shadow puppet) characters (Jeune Scott-Kemball Collection) 



Two Javanese Wayang Kulit (shadow leather puppets); a Wayang Golek (wooden rod puppet) and two Javanese Rama 

dance headdresses, arranged on a black cloth painted with a giant puppet character (Jeune Scott-Kemball Collection) 



Ðàn Tranh, a Vietnamese 16-stringed zither played with fingernail plectra (not shown, usually placed on the thumb, index and middle 

finger) (Southeast Asian Music Collection) 



So-u, a two-stringed fiddle with bow typically secured between the strings, from Thailand (Southeast Asian Music Collection)  



Wode, a mouth organ from 

Northeast Thailand 

 

(Southeast Asian Music 

Collection) 



Khene (large) and Wot (small) bamboo mouth organs from Laos (Southeast Asian Music Collection) 



Kulintang, a set of eight brass kettles and beater from the Maranao area of Mindanao, the Philippines 

(Southeast  Asian Music Collection) 



Some instruments from the island of Mindanao, the Philippines: 

Jew’s harp, 4 nose flutes, 2 mouth flutes, Jew’s harp, bamboo tube idiophone  

(Southeast Asian Music Collection) 



Janggu, double-headed hourglass drum from Korea (Asian Music Collection) 



Barrel-shaped Chinese drum, typically painted red (the colour that symbolises power in China), played with a pair of wooden beaters 

(not shown) (Asian Music Collection) 



Erhu (also known as Hu-Ching): two-stringed bowed fiddles from China (Asian Music Collection) 



Pipa (plucked four-stringed lute from China) with a bow that belongs to another instrument (Asian Music Collection) 



Sheng: brass 

and wooden 

mouth organ 

from China 

 

(Asian Music 

Collection) 



A pair of Sheng and other 

Chinese musical 

instruments 

on shelves of the  

Music Archive 

 

(Asian Music Collection) 



 Koto: a 13-stringed Japanese zither with moveable bridges in the box in the foreground; played with a plectrum (not included in 

image) (Japanese Music Archive) 



 Shamisen, a 3-stringed Japanese lute and a bachi (plectrum) made of wood (can be made of ivory or plastic) 

(Japanese Music Archive) 



Bonang Barung from the Gamelan Digul, made in 1926 from any materials at hand by Javanese anti-colonial political prisoners in a 

Dutch prison camp in Papua New Guinea (Southeast Asian Music Collection) 



Babadok: 

a small, single-

headed tapered 

cylindrical drum of 

wood from Ambon 

 

(Southeast Asian 

Music Collection) 



A set of Rebana  

(frame drums)  

used for Islamic 

devotional singing 

(Qasidah),  

West Java 

 

(Southeast Asian Music 

Collection) 



Rebana (frame drums) from the Iban area of Northern Kalimantan (Southeast Asian Music Collection) 



Plucked and bowed chordophones of the Dayak people of Eastern Kalimantan on the Music Archive shelves (foreground)  

(Southeast Asian Music Archive) 



Rebana (frame 

drums)  

from the 

Mandailing 

area of 

Sumatra 

 

(Sumatra 

Music Archive)   



Wooden masks worn by actors in Mendu theatre performances in the Natuna Islands of the Riau Archipelago  

(Sumatra Music Archive) 



Gamolan (bamboo xylophone in a wooden frame with wooden beaters) on an assortment of tapis textiles from Liwa, north-

western Lampung Province, Sumatra (Sumatra Music Archive) 



Gondang   

(double-headed, 

cylindrical, laced 

drums) of the 

Mandailing area in 

North Sumatra 

 

(Sumatra Music 

Archive) 



Gondang   

(double-headed, 

cylindrical, laced 

drum with attached 

carrying strap) from 

Pakantan in the 

Mandailing area of 

North Sumatra 

 

The yellow colour 

symbolises royalty 

 

(Sumatra Music 

Archive) 

 



Rebana (frame drum, back view, with extra parts for repair) and a seven-holed wooden horn (left) with mouthpieces in plastic bag 

from Aceh (Sumatra Music Archive) 



Gendang Anakna, a pair of double-headed conical drums called ‘baluh’ (larger) and ‘gerantung’ (smaller), with the latter tied firmly to 

the former (shown separately here), from the Karo Batak area of North Sumatra. One of the two wooden playing sticks is partially 

hidden by a small Rebana (frame drum) on the right  (Sumatra Music Archive) 



Rabab Darek (bowed two-stringed lute) (shown without bow) from the Minangkabau area of West Sumatra 

(Sumatra Music Archive) 



Talempong (a set of brass kettles) from the Minangkabau area of West Sumatra (right foreground) 

with Indija Mahjoeddin pointing to a selection of wind instruments from West Sumatra 

(Sumatra Music Archive) 



Bansi and other wind instruments from a variety of regions in West Sumatra (Sumatra Music Archive) 



Kacapi, decorated bamboo tube zither and beaters from the Gayo area of Aceh, Sumatra (Sumatra Music Archive) 



Bamboo idiochord tube zithers from Sumatra: the musical sound is produced by beating the two wooden strings with sticks (not 

included in image) (Sumatra Music Archive) 



Part of the  

Margaret Kartomi 

collection of tapes and 

other recording media 

gathered during her 

field research in 

Southeast Asia and 

Australia that began in 

1969 

 

(Margaret Kartomi 

Collection) 



Professor Margaret Kartomi, Founder of the Music Archive in the School of Music, with a complete set of diatonically-tuned  bamboo 

Angklung from Bandung, sounded by shaking each  instrument (Southeast Asian Music Collection) 



Archive Director, 

Professor Margaret 

Kartomi,  

 

with Archivist, 

Bronia Kornhauser 

MA 

 

 in the  

 

Music Archive, 

School of Music, 

Monash University 



Left to Right: Anthea Skinner, Assistant Archivist, Margaret Kartomi, Archive Founding Director, and Bronia Kornhauser, Music 

Archivist, holding a phallic-shaped Aztec whistle flute, in the Music Archive School of Music, Monash University.  



Mexican Hum Drum (tuned wooden drum). The different musical pitches are produced by beating on the resonating slats with a pair 

of mallets (not included in image). 



Clay Ocarina from Mexico 



South American gourd instruments: two sizes of rattles, fish-shaped guiro and lute-shaped chordophone 



Set of African 

single-headed 

barrel drums of the 

Anlo Ewe people of 

Ghana.  

 

The drums are 

painted aqua blue 

(the official colour 

of Monash 

University) 



Wax cylinders of Aboriginal music recorded in Western Australia (in 1912), Wellington in South Australia, the Millingimbi area in the 

Northern Territory and Mosman Camp in Queensland, acquired by Alice Moyle from the Sydney University Archives in the 1970s 

(Alice Moyle Collection) 



Photos, 

programs, 

letters and 

press cuttings 

from the Vera 

Bradford 

Collection 

 

(Australian 

Collection) 



Two-octave  

Portative Pipe 

Organ  

 

The bellows at the 

back (not visible) 

are operated with 

the player’s left 

hand while playing 

the keyboard with 

the right. 

 

(European 

Collection) 



Family of  

Shawms 

 
The shawm 

was the  

medieval and 

renaissance 

precursor of 

the oboe 

  
(European 

Collection) 



Great Bass Shawm 

(largest member of 

the shawm family) 

played by  

Anthea Skinner, 

Assistant Archivist 

 

(European 

Collection) 



 

 Shawm family,  

with the 

Bass and Descant 

Crumhorns held by 

Bronia Kornhauser,  

Archivist, 

and the 

Bass Recorder held 

by  

Anthea Skinner, 

Assistant Archivist 

 

(European Collection) 

 

Timpani in foreground 

from the Louise 

Lightfoot Collection 

 



 Anthology of Yiddish Folksongs (4 volumes) published by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem  

(Australian Archive of Jewish Music)   



Selection of music-

liturgical anthologies 

including the  

Voice of Song and 

Prayer 

or  

‘Blue Book’  

of the Reform 

Congregation 

 

(Australian Archive of 

Jewish Music) 



Selection of CDs of Klezmer music by 

Australian performers (top left);  

works composed and/or performed by 

Jewish musicians in Australia (top right); 

and  

Jewish entertainers in Melbourne (bottom 

right) 

 

(Australian Archive of Jewish Music)   



Annotated CDs of 

Australian Jewish music 

(top right) published by 

Bronia Kornhauser,  

and  

Judeo-Babylonian liturgical 

music from Australia and 

Asia (bottom left) 

published by  

Kornhauser and Kartomi, 

from the Music Archive 

collections 

 

(Australian Archive of 

Jewish Music) 



Long-play albums of 

instrumental music 

played by Leo Rosner 

and his bands (top and 

bottom) 

 

78rpm records of Yiddish 

songs performed by  

Yehuda Grynhaus 

(centre left)  

and  

Reuben Swiatlo (centre 

right),  

both accompanied by 

Miriam Rochlin 

 

 

(Australian Archive of 

Jewish Music) 



On the Music Archive shelves: 

 

Part of the Jewish music section 

of the Music Archive  

showing a selection of  

record covers, cassette tapes, 

compact discs, books, and boxes 

and folders of sheet music 

 

(Australian Archive of Jewish 

Music) 



On the Music Archive 

shelves: 

 

Jewish music record 

collections, stored 

chronologically by name of 

donor, in compactus 

 

(Australian Archive of Jewish 

Music 



On the Music Archive shelves: 

 

Upper part of the image shows 

the original box and its 

contents (wax cylinders) 

wrapped in paper and 

newspaper 

(Alice Moyle Collection) 

 

 

Lower part of image shows the 

Gong from the Gamelan Digul; 

note the circular lip of the 

porcelain bowl resonator inside 

the wooden box 

(Southeast Asian Music 

Collection) 

 



On the Music Archive shelves: part of the Raja Sir Sourindro Mohun Tagore Collection of instruments, and African drum (bottom right) 



On the Music Archive shelves: instruments from the Raja Sir Sourindro Mohun Tagore Collection 



On the Music Archive shelves: part of the Raja Sir Sourindro Mohun Tagore Collection of instruments.  

Centre right shows 2 decorative plucked wooden lutes from Eastern Kalimantan. On the floor are the Gender instruments from the 

Gamelan Digul (stored together due to constraints of space) 



Display cabinet in foyer of 

the School of Music 

 

The cabinet contents are 

regularly changed , each 

display comprising 

themed items from the 

Music Archive 

 

The  theme of this display 

is  

Musical Instruments of 

Sumatra 



Display cabinet in foyer of the School of Music: Musical Instruments of Sumatra 

  



Display cabinet in foyer of the School of Music: 

Musical Instruments of Sumatra 



Display cabinet in foyer of the School of Music: Musical Instruments of Sumatra 

 



Display cabinet in foyer of the School of Music: 

Musical Instruments of Sumatra 

 


