
The recent Asian Games raised Indonesia’s 
profile on the world stage. Where once 
Indonesia had an image problem - dubbed 
the ‘biggest invisible thing on the planet’- 
now there is a new generation of youth in 
Indonesia expressing what it means to  
be Indonesian.

Not much is known about the attitudes and 
perceptions of these digital natives, who  
are working to project a more positive image 
of Indonesia in the midst of rising religious 
and ethnic intolerance that is threatening  
the country’s ‘unity in diversity’.

This project seeks to understand the 
perceptions of urban, middle-class youth  
in Jakarta and Makassar by studying their 
views of authority, diversity, human rights, 
religion and political participation. The project 
also seeks to gain insight into the impact of 
the media and education on young people’s 
perceptions of Indonesia’s role in the region, 
by using the asylum seeker issue as a case 
study. 

The project promotes both scholarly and 
creative collaboration among Australian  
and Indonesian researchers, as well as 
filmmakers. 

The project has also produced creative 
outputs to promote ethnographic research  
in a publicly accessible way. This includes 
the production of two short films, ‘Respite’ 
and ‘Performing Out of Limbo’, which 
depicted the friendships that were built 
between refugee youth in Jakarta and 
Makassar and Indonesians. The films 
attracted much media attention in Tempo, 
Kompas, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta Globe, 
iNews TV  when it premiered on July 17, 
2018 at the Goethe Institute Jakarta.  

Attitudes & Perceptions 
of Indonesian Youth

Where once Indonesia had an image problem - dubbed the ‘biggest 
invisible thing on the planet’- now there is a new generation of youth  
in Indonesia expressing what it means to be Indonesian.

Not much is known about the attitudes and perceptions of these  
digital natives, who are working to project a more positive image  
of Indonesia in the midst of rising religious and ethnic intolerance.

CONTACTS 

Ms Vanja Radojevic 
Partnerships and Business Development Manager 
Faculty of Arts 
+61 3 990 55445 
vanja.radojevic@monash.edu

Dr Antje Missbach 
Senior Lecturer in Anthropology 
Faculty of Arts 
antje.missbach@monash.edu

CHIEF INVESTIGATORS 

Dr Antje Missbach
 
Dr Dave Lumenta

Funded by  
Australia Indonesia Centre (AIC)

MONASH
ARTS

CRICOS Provider: Monash University 00008C

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/nov/21/biggest-invisible-thing-on-earth-indonesia-waking-up
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ArrwEstF3Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmeFGin7TNE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmeFGin7TNE&feature=youtu.be
https://kompas.id/baca/hiburan/2018/07/21/kisah-penantian-di-pijakan-terakhir/
http://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2018/08/14/aiming-the-lens-at-the-lives-of-refugees-stuck-in-indonesia.html
http://jakartaglobe.id/movies/documentary-films-offer-glimpse-lives-asylum-seekers-indonesia/
https://youtu.be/6JKX9FAMPhg
https://www.goethe.de/ins/id/en/sta/jak/ver.cfm?fuseaction=events.detail&event_id=21318246
mailto:vanja.radojevic%40monash.edu?subject=
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/antje-missbach

