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STUDENTS SPEAK… 

 

“As a scholar with a background in visual art, my supervisors have always encouraged me to 
nurture my own vision with a holistic approach” 

 – ELODIE SILBERSTEIN, PHD GRADUATE 2018 

 

“My supervisors have been exemplary in their support and guidance…and their feedback on 
my written material continually expands the mind, making the journey toward a refined thesis 
that little bit easier” 

- SEAN CHILDS, PHD CANDIDATE 

 

“FMCJ atmosphere is very supportive to international students. it’s easy for a quick adaptation 
to social and academic life…most importantly, there are many events and programs that are 
highly relevant to my study. monthly seminar ‘media matters’ for example, which discusses any 
topic related to contemporary media, is my favourite one.”  

- IWAN AWALUDDIN YUSUF, PHD CANDIDATE 
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THE FMCJ HDR PROGRAM  

 

This program provides doctoral (PhD) students with the opportunity to focus on developing 

knowledge and expertise in their chosen discipline, as well as developing professional skills 

that will support their career ambitions. 

Each student is also supported through a development program aimed at building the 

knowledge, skills and abilities that will help them to become more effective researchers, and 

develop general professional skills of value to prospective employers in academia, industry, 

government and the broader community.  

our vibrant community of doctoral students also contribute to the following series of research 

programs: 

• CULTURE, MEDIA AND ECONOMY 

• MEDIA, SOCIETY AND THE POLITICS OF CHANGE 

• SCREEN CULTURES 

• MONASH CLIMATE CHANGE COMMUNICATION RESEARCH HUB 

• ENVIRONMENT AND MEDIA 

• ASIAN MEDIA AND CULTURE 

 

Throughout their candidature, doctoral candidates are provided with opportunities to organise 

their own events, such as the year end FMCJ symposium. In addition, seminars and 

masterclasses are run regularly for students to engage in contemporary media industry topics. 

The media matters seminar is one such example.  
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STUDENT PROFILES 

 

RECENT ALUMNA 

 

 

DR. SHWETA KISHORE, PHD GRADUATE 2016 

Before my PhD I had worked as an independent filmmaker in India and was interested in the 

cultural and social aspects of the films and filmmakers, so naturally this topic became the basis 

of my dissertation. I conducted an on-site study with five independent filmmakers using 

empirical and textual methods to show how this mode of practice creates alternative relations 

between cultural production and ordinary people.  

 

Monash University provided a rich intellectual environment to develop my expertise through a 

host of opportunities like seminars, conferences and was able to develop productive 

international scholarly networks. I’m now looking forward to the release of my book based on 

my dissertation and lecturing on film and media at RMIT Vietnam, where I also lead an exciting 

creative research project on gender and contemporary art.  
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CURRENT STUDENTS 

JOANNA ELENA BATSAKIS, PHD CANDIDATE 

THESIS TITLE:  DENNIS HOPPER: MAESTRO OF FILM 
ART 

This thesis will be a non-traditional examination of the first 

six films Dennis Hopper directed, which will combine 

traditional film theory with visual art theory. For each film 

that hopper directed, I will read his films through the prism 

of a particular art history theory that hopper was inspired 

at the time. Thus I will compare easy rider (1969) to pop 

art, the last movie (1971) to abstract expressionism, and 

so on so forth. It is my hope that this thesis will exist as the 

first revolutionary scholarly work dedicated to hopper 

alone, and that his hybrid methodology of a film/visual art 

thesis inspires others to conduct other similar research 

about other filmmakers such as Federico Fellini, Sofia Coppola, Louis Garrel and Julian 

Schanbel, whose interest in the visual arts informs their cinematic creations.  

 

KATRINA TAN, PHD CANDIDATE 

THESIS TITLE: TOWARDS AN ‘ARCHIPELAGIC IMAGINATION’ OF THE NATION: A STUDY 
OF PHILLIPINE CONTEMPORARY REGIONAL CINEMAS 

Covering the period of 2001 when the first regional short films were screened up to 2017, my 

thesis aims to construct a conceptual framework for regional cinema. In developing this 

framework, I seek to understand how it re-imagines the nation by investigating its relation to 

place. In addition, I want to unpack regional cinema’s complex relation to national cinema. To 

achieve these objectives, I need to uncover how this cinema operates, what are its 

representational and aesthetic practices, how each region’s cinema inter-relates with others, 

and how digital technologies transform regional cinema. Using ‘archipelago’ as the analytical 

lynchpin for examining data generated from textual analysis, semi-structured interviews, and 

policy analysis, I will identify how regional cinema underscores particularities of place, and, at 

the same time, draws out connections among places. I will argue that in doing so, regional 

cinema renders an ‘archipelagic imagination’ of the nation. 
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ALEXANDER POSSINGHAM, PHD CANDIDATE 

THESIS TITLE: COMPARATIVE AESTHETICS: PROCESSESS OF ADAPTATION IN FILM 
AND VIDEOGAME FORM 

This thesis examines the processes of adaptation between the mediums of videogames, and 

of cinema, both of which are primarily technologically enabled screen-based media. In 

attempting to explore the aesthetic relations between cinema and videogames, I ultimately 

seek to understand the processes of adaptation between film and videogames in three key 

areas: spectatorship/formal, narrative/diegesis, and aesthetic. Stemming from this, my central 

research question is: exploring how videogames attempt to recreate the affective qualities of a 

film, and vice versa. 
 

 

IWAN AWALUDDIN YUSUF, PHD CANDIDATE 

THESIS TITLE: REPRESENTATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS IN 
INDONESIAN MAINSTREAM NEWSPAPERS COVERAGE: A GENDER SENSITIVE 
APPROACH TO JOURNALISM  

This research sets out to investigate how Indonesian mainstream newspapers represent 

violence against women and girls with the approach and new policies of gender-sensitive 

journalism. This research will focus on two broad areas of inquiry: representation and 

production. A gender-sensitive approach will be used to uncover societal attitudes to VAWG 

(violence against women and girls) that is represented on the media coverage of VAWG. 

Hence, the coverage of VAWG from three Indonesian mainstream daily newspapers: Kompas, 

Republika and The Jakarta Post will be sampled. The time frame of this research is between 

1998 and 2018 or the 20 year-period of Reformasi. This period represents the contemporary 

discourse of VAWG in Indonesia in which political, social, cultural and media policy changes 

can be measured in the media practices. This study uses a methodological triangulation 

approach of quantitative and qualitative research methods. The key theoretical constructs that 

inform this research are feminist media perspective on the gendered production of news, 

newsroom culture, and gender-sensitive journalism that are viewed through the lens of media 

representational power. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


