
 

Looking Back, Looking Forward: Japanese Studies in Australia      Saturday 15 October 

9:30am 
 

AUDITORIUM 
Keynote Address: Critical Japanese Studies in Australia  

Senior Professor Vera Mackie, School of Humanities and Social Inquiry, University of Wollongong 

10:30 MORNING TEA 

10:45 
Postgraduate 
Session 1 

AUDITORIUM 
Sexuality 

Thomas Baudinette ‘Looking forward to queer 
utopias? Ambivalent hopes from Japan’s new 
“LGBT boom”’ 
 
Asako Saito ‘Boys love cafes and women’s 
communal fantasy’ 

E-ROOM 
Japanese Linguistics 

Masaki Shibata ‘The new linguistic framework for 
Japanese negotiation and its application’ 
 
Yoko Yonezawa ‘Ideology, identity and reflexive 
processes in language use – The second person 
pronoun anata ‘you’ in post-war Japan 

11:45 BREAK 

11:55 
Postgraduate 
Session 2 

AUDITORIUM 
Social Issues 

Alexandra Hambleton ‘Liberation or 

Commercialisation? The possibilities for Sex-

Positive Feminism’ 

Dorothea Filus ‘Education and young 

people’s psychological wellbeing in Japan’ 

 

E-ROOM 
Japan and the World 

Gwyn McClelland ‘The dangerous insight of 
atonement: a new interpretation of Catholic 
memory in Urakami, Nagasaki’ 
 
Nalanda Robson ‘Japanese Retirement Migration 
to Chiang Mai, Thailand’ 
 
Virma Ram ‘Role of annual Prime Ministerial 
Summits in Japan-India Relations, 2006-2015’ 

1:00pm LUNCH 

2:00 
Postgraduate 
Session 3 

AUDITORIUM 
Literature (1) 

Rebecca Hausler ‘Media watch: Reporting 
the issues of schoolgirls in Ruth Ozeki’s novel 
A Tale for the Time Being’ 
 
Simon Gough ‘Superflat worlds and 
narratives: Madoka Magica and 
contemporary anime media franchising’ 

E-ROOM 
Language Learning 

Hiromi Nishioka ‘Constructing opportunities to 
learn Japanese in collaborative digital storytelling 
projects: Activity theory perspective’ 
 
Toshiyuki Nakamura ‘A comparison of Japanese 
language learners’ motivational trajectories in 
Australia and Korea’ 

3:00 BREAK 

3:10 
Postgraduate 
Session 4 

AUDITORIUM 
Literature (2) 

Laura Clark ‘“Together the two of us had tried 
to make a completely new world”: The burden of 
gender ideals on love and marriage in the novels 
of Haruki Murakami’ 

 
Lola Sundin ‘Japanese crime fiction, social 
hierarchy in dialogue and translation 
strategies’ 

E-ROOM 
Fashion 

Jenny Hall ‘Fast forward kimono: “slow fashion” 
for the future?’ 
 
Tets Kimura ‘Japanese Fashion limited: its soft 
power (in) ability in Australia’ 
 

4:10 AFTERNOON TEA 

4:30 AUDITORIUM 
Panel Discussion: Images of Japanese Society 30 years on 

Emeritus Professor Ross Mouer, Monash University 
Emeritus Professor Yoshio Sugimoto, La Trobe University 

Moderator: Professor Carolyn Stevens, Monash University 

5:30-5:40 Closing remarks 



 

POSTGRADUATE SESSIONS: ABSTRACTS 

(family name alphabetical order) 

 

Thomas Baudinette (Monash University)  

Looking forward to queer utopias? Ambivalent hopes from Japan’s new “LGBT boom”   

Similar to the “gay boom” of the early 1990s, recent years have seen an explosion of interest in LGBT 

issues throughout Japanese society. Fuelled by various local governments’ decisions to extend 

symbolic recognition to same-sex couples, LGBT issues have become a key area of debate within 

Japanese politics, with the ruling LDP seeking to promote Japan as an “LGBT friendly nation.” In this 

presentation, I draw upon critical readings of recent news articles discussing LGBT issues and 

interviews with young Japanese and foreign LGBT individuals to explore the potential futures of 

Japan’s sexual minorities. I demonstrate that much of the discussion concerning sexual minority 

rights in Japan is characterised by a sense of “ambivalent hope” (Allison 2013) and contend that 

widening awareness of LGBT issues amongst the general public renders both expat and Japanese 

queer individuals broadly optimistic for the future. The groups differ, however, over their 

understanding of the role LGBT identity politics play in this future. Whilst expats draw upon 

discourses of “progress” to typify the increasingly mainstream awareness of LGBT identity politics, 

my Japanese informants fear that “Westernisation” may lead to the marginalisation of local queer 

knowledge and culture. I suggest that Japan’s “queer utopia” is built upon largely “homonationalist” 

(Puar 2007) principles which limit the potential of the new “LGBT boom” to affect positive change 

for Japan’s marginalised sexual minorities. I follow Muñoz (2009) in arguing that the instrumental 

nature of the government’s engagement with LGBT rights may even stymie the development of this 

queer utopia. 

 

Laura Clark (University of Queensland)  

‘Together the two of us had tried to make a completely new world’: The burden of gender ideals 

on love and marriage in the novels of Haruki Murakami  

In Haruki Murakami’s novels we encounter many young male protagonists in the midst of failing 

marriages. However performances of gender, especially masculinity, and the role of social discourses 

are still under-researched with regard to Murakami's works. During Japan’s economic boom from 

the late 1970s to early 1990s, a highly prescriptive version of marriage stood at the centre of a range 

of social discourses, reliant on the male breadwinner and the full-time housewife. Through exploring 

the lived experiences of characters within novels we can more deeply understand the manner in 

which individuals are shaped and influenced by social discourses and ideals, and how they may seek 

to challenge them. Within the polyphonic novels of Haruki Murakami the marriages between the 

protagonists and their (ex)wives are framed within, or else seek to be disentangled from, social 

discourses of hegemonic masculinity and the gender order. Through the struggles of the 

protagonists we can see the uneasy connection between social institutions, gendered ideals, and the 

choices of individuals within their private relationships. Ultimately these characters are not 

questioning their love for one another, but rather are compromising and experiencing tension in the 

face of discursive concepts not of their choosing. 

 



 

Dorothea Filus (Monash University)  

Education and Young People’s Psychological Wellbeing in Japan   

Japanese education has been praised for producing excellent academic outcomes in mathematics, 

science and reading, as evident in the comparative international achievement tests. However, critics 

of Japanese education have argued that it is but rote learning designed to prepare students for 

university entrance exams and is not contributing to developing students’ critical and independent 

thinking, creativity and ability to express themselves. They have also argued that in the era of 

globalisation, such obsolete education is inefficient to prepare students to compete in global 

economy, and ineffective to meet the needs of global society. It has been blamed for growing 

alienation of students, high rates of depression and alarming social problems, such as bullying, 

violence, suicide, and chronic truancy. Thus by the end of the 20th century it became clear that 

Japanese education was in need of a reform. A series of educational reforms have been introduced 

since, promoting a more diversified, flexible, and individualised education, known as 'yutori kyoiku'. 

However, some commentators argue that ‘yutori kyoiku’ is failing students, as it is creating a gap in 

educational achievements between the affluent and the socioeconomically disadvantaged children. 

It is also questionable whether the new reforms have produced any positive changes in students’ 

psychological wellbeing, or their sense of belonging. Statistics show that neither bullying nor juvenile 

suicides have declined. This paper will evaluate MEXT’s new programs for moral and civic education 

and will examine how the reformed education prepares students for the challenges of globalisation 

and living in a multicultural society. 

 

Simon Gough (Monash University)  

Superflat Worlds and Narratives: Madoka Magica and contemporary anime media franchising 

From its emergence in 2011 as an anime series, Mahou Shoujo Madoka Magica has expanded into a 

media mix franchise with its texts spanning film, manga, video games, and character goods. However 

there is little connection across these media texts beyond character image, as the world and 

narrative systems detailed in the original series left by the wayside, drawing further contrast with 

how the series itself examines the fluidity of time and alternative realities. Working from the 

scholarship of Azuma Hiroki, Otsuka Eiji, and Marc Steinberg, this presentation examines the 

Madoka Magica franchise’s construction of a nebulous, liminal world as the basis of its narrative, 

one which invites free interpretation and possibility through its absence of firm, concrete details and 

realities. From an analysis of both official and unofficial engagement with the franchise’s narrative 

and visual elements, I contend that the absence of firm detail enables Madoka Magica to resonate 

and reproduce across audiences. From this perspective, I argue for the extension of understanding 

and examination of contemporary anime media franchises outside of grand-scale narrative 

construction. 

 

  



 

Jenny Hall (Monash University) 

Fast forward kimono: ‘slow fashion’ for the future?  

Fashion in the 21st century is typically fast fashion, characterised by mass production, high turnover, 

and goods designed for a short lifespan. The kimono appears to be the antithesis of fast fashion in 

terms of production and consumption. A kimono takes time to create and usually has a long lifespan. 

In addition, for the consumer, it takes time to put on and restricts bodily actions, enforcing slower 

movements. However, in the current global fashion market there has been a growing trend towards 

‘slow fashion’ in which clothing involves longer production times, use of local materials, and a focus 

on quality and sustainability. Elements within the Japanese fashion industry demonstrate this trend 

but the reality is more complex than simply complying to a set of ‘slow fashion’ criteria. An 

examination of the Kyoto textile industry demonstrates a simultaneous speeding up and slowing 

down of various aspects of Japanese clothing. This in turn is changing the way producers and 

consumers view fashion. Just as ‘slow food’ provides a new sensory focus for the experience of food, 

fashion includes multiple sensorial qualities, and if these qualities become the focus of design and 

production, clothing has the capacity to provide a multisensory experience for the wearer that takes 

it beyond the visual. An experience of clothing that includes the ‘senses of proximity’—smell, touch 

and taste—allows consumers to form memories, emotional attachments and stories regarding their 

attire that in turn has the potential to make garments more valued and appreciated. 

 

Alexandra Hambleton (University of Tokyo/Bunkyo Gakuin University)  

Liberation or Commercialisation? The Possibilities for Sex-Positive Feminism  

Feminist activism has long struggled to make inroads in Japan, particularly in regards to issues of 

female sexuality. Consequently, within a society saturated with sex (Kano 2016) there remains a 

“missing discourse of desire” for women (Fine 1988; 2006). Denied access to discussions of liberation 

and pleasure, and lacking the language necessary to articulate this lack, many women are left 

believing that sex is something “men do to women” (Allison 2000), that they should not possess 

sexual desire, and that taking control of their sexuality on their own terms is not an available option. 

In recent years however, due to the development of a female-friendly adult product industry, spaces 

in which women can access information about sex and openly discuss their desires have grown. This 

paper considers how consumer culture in neoliberal Japan is allowing for the exploration of feminist 

conceptualisations of desire through the expansion of the female-friendly adult toy and pornography 

markets. Drawing upon fieldwork conducted at industry run women-only events and interviews with 

women involved in the sector, I argue that the commercial marketplace provides a unique space in 

which women can engage with pro-sex, pro-pleasure ideas as they laugh about the latest adult toys 

and share thoughts on the newest female-friendly pornography releases. I suggest that this 

engagement sets the stage for greater interest in feminist ideas, and consider whether this 

phenomenon indicates the possibility that we can look forward to a pro-sex feminist awakening in 

Japan, albeit one very much influenced by commercial industry. 

 

  



 

Rebecca Hausler (University of Queensland)  

Media Watch: Reporting the Issues of Schoolgirls in Ruth Ozeki's novel A Tale for the Time Being 

North American novelist Ruth Ozeki has repeatedly drawn upon a combination of media, research 

and personal experience to craft film and literature works which have won her international acclaim 

and recognition. In her 2013 novel A Tale for the Time Being fact and fantasy combine to create an 

effective and intimate narrative by blending the revelatory nature of a Japanese schoolgirl’s diary, 

with the disclosure of a fictionalised memoir. The way in which Ozeki has written schoolgirl Nao 

Yasutani, provides a rare opportunity to examine how a Western female author depicts the 

particular trope of the schoolgirl that is often associated with contemporary Japan.  

With her Japanese heritage, experience, and research, Ozeki’s novel suggests an air of authenticity 

on all things Japan. In harnessing the nuances of girlhood and juxtaposing them against the 

stereotypical exoticized and eroticized images of Japan, Ozeki’s schoolgirl character problematizes 

the assumptions and pop-culture imagery which is often associated with schoolgirls in Japan.  

This conference paper will expand on themes touched on in my honours thesis, by exploring the 

ways in which Ozeki has utilised a variety of moral panics surrounding Japanese schoolgirls that were 

heavily covered in both Western and Japanese media. By blending these shock-jock reports 

surrounding issues such as ijime [bullying], kikokushijo [returnees], and tōkōkyohi [school refusal] 

into her schoolgirl protagonist, Ozeki perpetuates stereotypes that are easily recognisable to the 

Western reader, while at the same type carefully subverting reader’s expectations by presenting 

these stereotypes in unexpected ways. 

 

Tets Kimura (Flinders University)   

Japanese fashion limited: Its soft power (in)ability in Australia 

In line with Japan’s official soft power initiative of Cool Japan, a positive image of Japan is delivered 

to Australia through contemporary Japanese fashion. Evidences were presented at fashion studies 

conference, in my print media analysis of Australian daily newspapers and fashion magazines 

(University of Oxford, September 2015), and my qualitative interviews to various specialists including 

Japanese officials such as Prime Minister Abe’s media adviser and Australian fashion professionals 

(City University of Hong Kong, June 2014). Australians are fond of Japanese fashion.  

Soft power is the ability to achieve nations’ political goals by attraction rather than coercion. The 

object of Cool Japan is to revitalise the struggling Japanese economy according to Japanese officials 

whom I interviewed. Therefore, Japanese fashion in Australia, or elsewhere, should generate money. 

However, the despite the positive image of Japanese fashion in Australia, Japanese fashion giant of 

Uniqlo has made no profit in Australia since its arrival in 2014; the company’s strategies have 

demonstrated to be attractive to Asian consumers only.  

Furthermore, if soft power is classified as a diplomatic tool, as emphasised by its father Joseph Nye, 

the positive image of Japanese fashion should support the advancement of Australia-Japan relations. 

However, the largest conflict between the two countries, the “Whaling War”, has long existed, and is 

expected to continue. Australians are not convinced in buying Japan’s irrational pro-whaling 

argument. Given these two examples, I will, thus, argue that while Japanese fashion is “cool” in 

Australia, its soft power ability is shown to be limited. 

  



 

Gwyn McClelland (Monash University)  

The ‘dangerous’ insight of atonement: a new interpretation of Catholic memory in Urakami, 

Nagasaki  

This presentation examines oral history as conducted with the Catholic community of Urakami to 

seek a path of reconciliation which disrupts the hold of the traumatic violence of the atomic 

bombing.  

In such an understanding of the Christian idea of ‘atonement’, the cross may represent a challenge 

to dehumanisation of the enemy and compose an urgent summons to oppose the destructive forces 

of violent conflict. An identification with Christ’s passion by the dying of Urakami suggested by 

interviewees in this project raises uncomfortable questions for Western understandings of WWII 

memory and for Japanese national memory of the atomic bombings. The path to reconciliation for 

interviewees has included ‘salvation’ by Polish priests, the act of ‘katari-be’ and telling unpalatable 

memories, including the recollection of accursed death and the identification with communal 

narratives by baptism in the name of a Japanese martyr of 1597. The so-called ‘Motoshima-incident’ 

when the Catholic mayor of Nagasaki suggested the Emperor should bear responsibility for war 

aggression is also mentioned as an example of ‘dangerous memory’ of the community. 

  



 

Toshiyuki Nakamura (Monash University)  

A comparison of Japanese language learners’ motivational trajectories in Australia and Korea 

Recent studies have shown that second language learners’ L2 self (desirable future self-images as 

competent L2 users) can be a powerful driving force of learning motivation. However, while a 

number of studies which utilize the concept of L2 self have investigated motivation for learning 

English, there has been little research investigating the motivation of learners of other languages, 

such as Japanese, from L2 self perspectives. The purpose of this study is to examine the motivational 

development of Japanese language learners in two different contexts (i.e. Australia and Korea), in 

particular, focusing on the relationship between their future Japanese self-images and those related 

to other languages. Fourteen students from an Australian university, and twenty students from a 

Korean university participated in the current study, all of whom were learning Japanese as a second 

language. Through analysis of interview data, this study identifies a number of dynamic trajectories 

in the learners' motivation, which will be discussed within the framework of Dynamic Systems 

Theory (DST: Dörnyei et al., 2015). The results of this study can contribute to the understanding of L2 

self and motivation across two or more languages, which is a largely uncharted area, and can also be 

used to inform the practice of Japanese language teachers in multilingual contexts. 

 

Hiromi Nishioka (Macquarie University)  

Construct opportunities to learn Japanese in collaborative digital storytelling projects: Activity 

theory perspective 

Digital stories are short computer-mediated narratives to tell stories by manipulating multiple 

modes using either video editing software or Web 2.0 based applications. Designing digital 

storytelling as collaborative learning activities can engage language learners in collaborative dialogue 

which Swain (1997) claims the concurrence of language use and language learning. Despite the 

pedagogical potential, very little study has adopted digital storytelling as a collaborative learning 

task or explored the process that language learners construct knowledge of their target language 

during the project. To develop pedagogical strategies to enhance language learning in the project, it 

is imperative to investigate the process learners interact with their peers and construct knowledge 

of their target language during the project. 

The aims of present study are to identify the patterns of learner interactions and factors impacting 

on learner interactions and their knowledge constructions in collaborative digital storytelling 

projects. The participants are Japanese language learners who learn Japanese in Australian 

universities. The study analysed video recording data, stimulated recall sessions, semi-structured 

interview and artefacts produced by the participants by drew on Activity Theory (Engeström, 2001) 

as a theoretical framework. The results showed that various factors shape the patterns of learner 

interactions with their peers and their opportunities for language learning differently. 

 

  



 

Virma Ram (Jawaharlal Nehru University)  

Role of Annual Prime Ministerial Summits in Japan-India Relations, 2006-2015  

The paper proposes to analyze the India – Japan bilateral relations from 2006 to 2016, as a case 

study of Prime Minister level summits. The focus of the paper is on the institutions, processes, 

issues, agenda, personalities, public opinion and outcome. Prime ministerial level engagement 

institutionalized in 2006 by signing the strategic partnership in 2006, India and Japan agreed to hold 

summit-level talks annually, alternating between New Delhi and Tokyo. Outcome of 2006 agreement 

has been an indication of a policy shifts at various major fronts, including economic and diplomatic 

level. Major developments and features have some kind of uniqueness during this period. Therefore, 

a case study of Prime Minister level summits help us to understand phenomena of bilateral 

relations, what mainstream scholars consider, reaction from both countries and outside of India and 

Japan, contradictory outcome and the pragmatic challenges towards India – Japan relations. The 

study also seeks to make some general claims about the challenges (or fears), aspirations and 

behaviour of political leadership and public of both countries.  

The case study focuses on various features and aspects of bilateral relations between India and 

Japan. The imperatives that bind the study are its focus on important 10 years from 2006 and the 

careful selection of it as a case study. The study shall focus on four different aspects. The first aspect 

shall be to find out the historical imperatives that condition India – Japan relations, its volatility, 

changes and continuity. The second aspect looks at the side of political system by looking at party 

system and political parties, their policies, major issues, and performance. The third part shall focus 

on the role of institutions in foreign policy making. The last aspect covers the significance and impact 

of these ten years on bilateral relations of both countries. The study, meanwhile, is also an attempt 

to situate available literature. The study locates outcome in the processes of policy-formation. 2006 

agreement had greater attention at various sections of public in both countries. Study extensively 

looks at theoretical aspects and the role of political systems in the foreign policy process with certain 

observations and analysis of events. The study traces theoretical linkages between political process 

and foreign policy making. The study is the analysis of Prime Minister level summits at the important 

juncture. A major premise of the study employs tests using case study analysis. It seeks to establish 

theoretical linkages between outcome and processes of policy making. 

 

Nalanda Robson (Monash University) 

Japanese Retirement Migration to Chiangmai, Thailand 

This presentation will attempt to explain a new trend of outbound Japanese retirement migration, in 

the form of long-stay migration as seen in the case of Thailand, in particular in the northern province 

of Chiangmai. The presentation will include an overview of why such a phenomenon has taken place, 

the motivations (push factors), as well as what has attracted Japanese retirees to Chiangmai (pull 

factors). 

  



 

Asako Patricia Saito (University of Melbourne)  

Boys Love cafes and women's communal fantasy  

Fans of Japanese popular culture may be familiar with the concept of “maid cafes”. Most commonly 

associated with the entertainment district of Akihabara, these cafes are known for catering to the 

fantasies of male otaku. Less known, however, are “Boys Love cafes”: establishments which 

primarily cater to female otaku and, in particular, fans of the Japanese Boys Love subculture. In this 

way, these spaces offer an alternative to the male-oriented “maid cafes”. Building on Sonoko 

Azuma’s theories on “relationship consumption”, I argue that these spaces give women the 

opportunity to engage in “communal fantasy”. Through analysis of a certain female-oriented cafe in 

Ikebukuro, I hope to not only demonstrate the use of such spaces by female otaku, but to also 

highlight the importance of community in Boys Love fandom. 

 

Masaki Shibata (University of New South Wales)  

The New Linguistic Framework for Japanese Negotiation and Its Application 

The study of authorial stance has been examined in the various linguistic fields, including academic 

discourse, so as to describe and instruct the appropriate ways of conveying the speaker’s views on a 

particular subject.  From the perspective of linguistics, stance (Bieber, 2006) has been defined as the 

authorial position to the proposition construed by the speakers’ language of evaluation and 

negotiation (Hunston &Thompson, 2000; Lemke 1998, Conrad & Bieber 1989, Martin & White, 

2005).  While various analytical frameworks for the study of stance are available, Martin and White’s 

Appraisal framework (2005), which developed a delicate system of each separable phenomena of 

the stance; that is, Attitude (evaluation) and Engagement (negotiation), has influentially yielded 

numerous linguistic studies of authorial stance in various genres of discourse.  However, their 

framework, which was developed for the language of English, was in my own study unable to apply 

to the linguistic analysis of the Japanese texts since the Japanese linguistic features, in particular, of 

the negotiation such as hedges or mitigations (or typically called modalities) are significantly 

different from English.  For example, Yokota (1998) explains that the functional meaning of I think in 

English was different from the one of the Japanese equivalent, omoo.  Identifying linguistic 

differences in the expressions of negotiation between English and Japanese, this study developed its 

own typological framework for Japanese negotiation, and illustrates how Japanese speakers employ 

these negotiation devices to enact their authorial stance with the analysis of a televised political 

debate held for the referendum of the Osaka Metropolis Plan. 

 

  



 

Lola Sundin (Monash University)  

Translation of hierarchy in Japanese Crime Fiction: Hideo Yokoyama’s Dai 3 no Jikou (The Third 

Deadline) 

 Fiction translation from Japanese into English is an interesting challenge, especially in regard to the 

translation of socio-cultural contexts. My Ph.D. research focuses on issues related to the translation 

of social hierarchy, in particular with character dialogues. The speech style that a person adopts in 

Japanese has a large role in establishing their identity and influencing how others perceive their 

personality. Similarly, people’s positions in society also influence how they speak to one another. 

Even though such differentiation in speech style is not seen in the English language to the degree 

that is seen in the Japanese language, my aim is to transfer the social and hierarchical nuances 

prevalent in the Japanese source text dialogues into English by employing various translation 

techniques. To explore potential translation methods, I am in the process of translating several short 

stories written by an award-winning Japanese crime fiction writer, Hideo Yokoyama. I have chosen 

these samples of writing because the Japanese police system has an extremely strict hierarchical 

structure. As such, crime fiction, which depicts the police and associated people as major characters, 

provides a significant sample of challenging dialogues which illustrate the hierarchical nuances 

within the police force, as well as between other characters. At the end of my research, I hope to 

create a translation model of Japanese crime fiction, as well as raise the profile of the author in the 

Anglophone world. 

 

Yoko Yonezawa  (Australian National University)  

Ideology, identity and reflexive processes in language use -The second person pronoun anata ‘you’ 

in post-war Japan-  

This paper investigates the socio-historical phenomenon of an address term being mobilised in 

ideological struggle in post war Japan. It focuses on the use of the second person pronoun anata 

‘you’ in Japanese. Anata was originally a demonstrative with the meaning ‘over there’ and came to 

be used euphemistically to refer to an addressee as an indirect politeness strategy. It was later 

semantisised as a formal second person pronoun. Its politeness value has declined over time 

(Ishiyama, 2008). A recent study reveals that anata’s inherent property in Modern Japanese is 

neither formality nor informality, but is actually the ‘absolute specification’ of the second person, 

carrying no indexing of the interlocutors’ social relationship nor any register of politeness 

(Yonezawa, 2016). 

This characteristic was intuited by language policy makers in post war Japan and anata was defined 

as a ‘standard’ second person pronoun in a national language policy proposal based on an emerging 

egalitarianism in Japan. In this trend, the traditional prominence of vertical relationships was 

intended to give way to more individually-based and less status-conscious modes of communication, 

thus anata was regarded as a suitable term for an egalitarian style of interaction. However, the top-

down mode of implementation of this proposal was not able to determine the reality of anata’s 

usage.  

In this paper, I reveal why anata did not become a ‘standard’ address term by investigating how 

culturally oriented norms, and the freedom of individuals to interpret, influence the reflexive 

processes of the language user. 

 


