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Inventions of Potency                                                                          

(a counterfactual parablet) 

S. D. Chrostowska 

 

When grass grew taller than man, man would move through it like water-

fowl wading through marshland. This was in the early days. But men being 

men—hunters at the time—and women being women—then mostly gather-

ers—native ingenuity allowed them to use the blades of grass to their con-

siderable advantage. They subsisted on the plant, built shelters from it, and 

with its aid fought wars
1
 and enhanced their procreation—so much so that 

the first technology developed by them was around the latter effort, far out-

stripping the rudimentary contrivances of the art of war.
2
 Two examples il-

lustrate their innovation in this area: by the scientific method
3
 they concoct-

ed a “love potion,”
4
 the magic of which lasted as long as it took for the man 

to plant his seed in a woman.
5
 Mechanical pulleys were devised, mounted 

above suiokeis, or “mats of conception,”
6
 to lower the man upon the woman 

at just the right angle and time to ensure coital success.
7
 Around this fertili-

ty cult and reproductive procedure
8
 there evolved, at length, religious rites, 

highly elaborate and nuanced. Grass stalks, roots, and rhizomes played a 

major role in these as well.
9
 Suffice it to say, there was hardly an aspect of 

the life of these people that did not owe something to the green weed.
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NOTES 

1 But also over it… 

2 Contrary to current popular belief. New, non-controversial evidence suggests this 

beyond reasonable doubt. 

3 Admittedly crude, and definitively discredited by so-and-so. 

4 This was a tincture distilled (if memory serves) from grass. 

5 Though the success rate of this drug remained unverified by their science. Others, 

more effective, were designed to improve fecundity in both males and females. 

6 This literal translation of suiokei, which was also the everyday word for bed, indi-

cates the extent of their obsession with facilitating sexual congress. 

7 The combined effects were reportedly remarkable, even in hopeless cases. Both 

tonic and contraption were made, in their entirety, from specially treated grass. 

8 Need it be said: polygamous? 

9 As is well known, they paved the way for the arts, philosophical and theological 

systems, and suchlike. 

 


